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Per capita GDP in the European Union's regions 
The regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the year 1993 
has now been calculated for all regions of the European Union 
for the first time, following the adoption of the Nomenclature of 
territorial units statistics (NUTS) regional classification for 
Sweden in early 1995. 
The territorial distribution of GDP per capita for 1993, ex-
pressed in purchasing power standards and as a percentage 
of the European Union average, still shows considerable dif-
ferences between the countries of the European Union. 
However, those countries eligible in their entirety for Objective 
1 funding - Greece (63% of the EU average per capita GDP), 
Portugal (69%) and Ireland (81 %) - have reduced the gap in 
relation to the EU average. Ireland overtakes Spain (78%) 
which also has part of its territory eligible for Objective 1 
funding. At the other extreme are a group of countries with per 
capita GDP significantly higher than the EU average such as 
Luxembourg (160%), still the highest by a clear margin, fol-
lowed by Belgium (113%), Denmark (112%) and Austria 
(112%). The remaining countries are not far from the EU 
average. 
The territorial distribution of GDP per capita has been quite 
stable, with the last few years showing a si milar situation to that 
of 1993. The regions with the highest per capita GDP in relation 
to the EU average are: 
- some capital cities: Brussels 182% (B), Ile de France 
166% (F), Wien 161% (A), Luxembourg 160% (L) and 
Greater London 144% (UK) 
- in Germany: Darmstad 164%, Oberbayern 158%, Stuggart 
141%, Karlsruhe 128% and Mittelfranken 127% in the 
south, plus Hamburg 190%, Bremen 154% and Dusseldorf 
123% 
- in Italy: Lombardia 131%, Valle d'Aosta 130% and Tren-
tino-Alto Adige 124% in the north plus Emilia Romana 
126%, Liguria 120% and Lazio 120% 
- in other countries such as Belgium (Antwerpen 136%), the 
United Kingdom (Grampian 134%),theNetherlands(Gron-
ingen 132%), Finland (Aland 126%) and Austria (Salzburg 
125%) 
The regions with the lowest per capita GDP are still situated in 
Greece, Portugal, Italy (Calabria), Spain (Galicia, Extremadura 
and Andalucía), Germany (new Länder) and in France (Over-
seas Departments-1991 data) 
It is noteworthy that the regions with the lowest per capita GDP 
have experienced an improvement in relation to the EU aver-
age in 1993: 
- There are now no regions with per capita GDP below 40% 
of the EU average 
- The group of regions with per capita GDP below 50% of the 
EU average has been significantly reduced in 1993, due 
to the improvement of some regions in Portugal, Greece 
and particularly the new Länder in Germany. There are now 
only six regions in this group: Ipeiros (46%) and Voreio 
Aigaio (49%) in Greece and Centro (49%), Alentejo (42%), 
Azores (42%) and Madeira (45%) in Portugal 
GDP per capita estimates for Sweden are presented for the 
first time. They show no large regional variations and are not 
farfromthe EU average. Only the region of Stockholm (119%), 
hosting the capital, is clearly above the rest, with Oestra 
Mellansverige (89%) being the lowest. 
Com pa risons for the period 1980 to 1993 have to be made with 
caution since the European GDP per capita figures do not 
correspond to the same economic territory (the 1993 figures 
include the new Member States and the new German Länder). 
At national level, a convergence towards the EU average is 
observed, particularly for countries with low per capita GDP 
such as Ireland which improves 21 points, Portugal 9, and 
Spain 7. In contrast, Belgium, Denmark and Luxembourg have 
diverged, having 1993 per capita GDPs further above the 
Community average than in 1980. 
The movements towards the EU average per capita GDP 
achieved by some countries with low per capita GDP have not 
always been matched at regional level, where strong variations 
have occurred. Such is the case for Spain, with seven regions 
improving by more than 10 points but at the same time with the 
north-western regions and Rioja having 1993 figures below the 
1980 level, and for Portugal, where the general improvement 
is not followed by Alentejo which falls 10 points, becoming the 
region with the lowest per capita GDP in the Community in 
1993. 
Other countries like Greece, Italy and the Netherlands, despite 
having no significant changes at a national level in per capita 
GDP in relation to the EU average, have nevertheless 
experienced considerable changes at a regional level between 
1980 and 1993. 
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Method used to estimate regional GDP 
GDP shows the end­result of a region's productive ac­
tivity. Per capita GDP provides a measure of the level of 
economic development, but it cannot be interpreted as 
an indicator of the income of resident households. 
1. Starting point: estimates of national GDP 
National GDP is calculated at market prices in ECU and 
PPS. The estimates are made on a harmonized basis in 
accordance with the rules of the ESA, so that compari­
sons between the Member States are possible. The 
European Currency Unit (ECU) is based on exchange 
rates, whereas the purchasing power standard (PPS) is 
a unit of measurement which expresses an identical 
volume of goods and services for each country, taking 
account of differences in price levels. 
2. Regional estimates 
The national GDP in ECU and PPS is regionalized for 
each country on the basis of the latest available data on 
the regional structure of gross value added (GVA) at 
factor cost (at market prices in the case of Austria and 
Portugal). 
The estimates of regional GDP in 1993 for the various 
countries are based on the regional structure of GVA in 
the following years: 1993 ­ DK, GR, E, S, NL, FIN; 1992 
­ D, F, I, A, S, UK; 1990 ­ P; 1988 ­ Β 
The national estimates of population (ESA) are re­
gionalized on the basis of the latest avai table data on the 
regional structure of the annual average population. 
3. Comparisons at regional level 
In order to compare the GDP in regions of different size, 
the per capita GDP is calculated. To obtain a more 
straightforward comparison, these per capita figures are 
also expressed as a percentage of the European Union 
average. 
The regional estimates of GDP must be treated with a 
certain amount of caution on account of the specific 
situations that can arise in some regions. The most 
significant examples are as follows: 
Hamburg: per capita GDP is very high due to the large 
number of non­residents working in the region; 
Flevoland and Lueneburg : the other extreme, with a 
large number of residents working outside the region; 
Groningen: The GDP per capita for 1980, is given a 
substantial boost by the value of the production of gas, 
which is extracted in this region. 
4. Territory 
The overseas "départements" (DOM) in France could 
not be included neither at national nor at Community 
level. 
For further information 
— Eurostat publications 
• National Accounts ESA Aggregates 
• REGIONS Statistical Yearbook 
REGIO data base: Apart from the data in this publication, REGIO contains estimates of regional GDP at NUTS 
III level and other national accounts aggregates classified by branch of activity at NUTS II level. 
EUROSTAT 
Directorate E: Social and Regional Statistics - Structural Plans 
Further information may be obtained from the unit 
"Regional accounts and indicators" 
tel: 4301-32577, 4301-34238 
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